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I wouLp ask the attention of the Society, for a few moments, to a 
report of some cases of sympathetic vomiting of pregnancy treated 
by topical applications to the neck of the womb. 

As I wish to direct your attention more particularly to the mor- 
bid condition of the uterine organs, and the results following topi- 
cal applications, I shall omit the general treatment adopted by my- 
self, or at the suggestion of eminent counsel, and also the symp- 
toms, excepting those indicating the severity of the affection and 
its rebelliousness to treatment. Should the facts and principles, 
as shown in these cases, be confirmed by future observation, they 
will establish.a more rational and philosophical treatment than is 
now recognized by the profession. 

Case L—Mrs. S., a young woman of good constitution, was 
married in November, 1855. Had her courses on the 18th of 
December, and began to be troubled with nausea the last of Janu- 
ary, 1856. The first vomiting occurred in the evening of Februa- 
ry 5th, and went on increasing, so that by the 27th of the month 
she vomited six and seven times a day, and was confined most of 
the time to the sofa. The 3d of March, kept her bed. Up to the 
23d of the month, a period of nearly three weeks, the vomiting 
was constant and uncontrollable, rejecting all nourishment, and 
inducing a degree of exhaustion that almost precluded the hope 
of a favorable termination, even by bringing on abortion. 

It was now proposed to make a direct examination of the ute- 
rine organs, though neither the previous history of the patient nor 
her present symptoms (aside from the vomiting) indicated local 
disease. On examining digitally, I found the vagina relaxed, cer- 
vix voluminous, very tender and retroverted. By the speculum— 
vagina much more florid than is usual in the first months of preg- 
nancy. Cervix enlarged, very much congested, of a deep mahoga- 


“ny color. 


Vout. Lx1.—No. 4 


| 


70 Sympathetic Vomiting of Pregnancy. 


The exhausted condition of the patient forbidding depletion; f 
decided to paint freely the eervix and upper part of the vagina 
with the ethereal tincture of iodine,* having frequently seen the 
good results of it in inflammatory states of the cervix under other 
circumstances. The better to test the effect of the iodine, other 
remedies were discontinued. The first application was made on 
the 23d of March. The next day the vomiting was less, and the 
iodine was again applied. The 25th, found the patient so com- 
fortable that the application was omitted. 26th, applied the iodine, 
the vomiting being only occasional. It soon ceased entirely, and 
so rapidly did she regain her strength, that on the 10th of April 
she came down to dinner. 

From this time she had no further trouble, and was safely con- 
fined on the 15th of September. 

Case I}.—March 19th, 1856, I was called to Mrs. K.,a young 
and healthy woman, three months advanced in her first pregnancy. 
She had been troubled for some time with nausea and vomiting, 
which of late had so much reduced her that she was forced to 
keep her bed. I had been trying various remedies, the failure of 
one giving place to another equally as powerless, when the result 
of the preceding case led me to propose a direct examination of 
the uterine organs, which revealed a similar condition to the pre- 
vious case, but less strongly marked. Internal remedies were 
discontinued, and the cervix and upper portion of the vagina freely 
painted with the iodine. Two or three applications were follow- 
ed by entire relief. 

This case might have been self-limited, though I saw no reason 
why, in time, it might not have proved as obstinate as the first. 

Case IL—March 13th, 1856, I saw, in consultation with Dr. 
Holmes, of Milton, Mrs. G., who was suffering from the same 
affection. Some twelve days subsequently I addressed a note 
to Dr. IL, briefly stating the result of the two cases in which 
the topical application of iodine had been made, and suggest- 
ing a trial of it in the case of Mrs. G. I will read the reply of 
Dr. Holmes to my request for a brief history of the case. You 
will notice his allusion to another case in 1858. 


Milton, May 17, 1859. 

Dear Doctor,—In answer to your request, I send you a brief sketch 
of the two cases of sympathetic vomiting, in which the topical appli- 
cation of the ethereal tincture of iodine was followed by complete 
relief. I saw Mrs. G. on February 9th, 1856, about the sixth week of 
her first pregnancy; she had constant vomiting, after taking solids or 
liquids, and much prostration. These symptoms continued, and in- 
creased in severity, six weeks, the last three of which she attempted 
no nourishment by the mouth. At this time, in consultation with a 


* R. Todine, from half a drachm to a drachm; sulphuric ether, onc ounce. Mix. Thave used 
this form of iodine for more than ten years. Many of the Society, as well as other members of 
the profession to whom I have communicated the recipe, ean attest to the vast superiority of the 
ethereal over the tinctures of iodine, in various inflammatory aflections, and especially in erysipelas. 
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gentleman who is considered among the best authorities in the State, 
hydrocyanic acid and abortion were advised. Her extreme prostra- 
tion rendered the latter an almost hopeless resort, and at the time of 
the adoption of the former I heard and acted upon your suggestion 
of the application of iodine to the cervix uteri. Relief followed so 
rapidly that in three days the stomach bore nourishment well, and no 
further trouble of the kind occurred afterward. I regret the use of 
the acid at the same time with the local application, as I have good 


reason to believe the sudden alleviation of symptoms was due to the 
latter. 


Another case, similar in all respects, occurred to me in 1858, in 
which the application of the iodine to the cervix and vagina was 
followed by complete relief, and no other remedies were used. 


Very truly yours, C. C. Iormes. 
LE. D. Miller, Dorchester. 


Case IV.—September 14th, 1858, I was called to Mrs. B., a 
delicate and slender woman, two and a half months advanced in 
her first pregnancy. The nausea and vomiting were almost con- 
stant, night and day; had existed with considerable: severity for 
two or three weeks. Continuing to prove rebellious to treatment, 
I made a direct exploration of the uterine organs, which revealed 
the cervix tender to the touch, congested and hypertrophied. The 
iodine was applied as in the preceding cases, on the 17th, and 
again on the 22d, 24th, 27th and 30th of September, when the 
vomiting had entirely ceased. She rallied slowly, and I continued 
my visits until the 16th of October. On the 30th of October she 
aborted, after a fatiguing day in the city. 

Since writing the above, I learn that this patient conceived again 
Jast March, and had a similar attack of nausea and vomiting, which 
did not yield until her physician (into whose neighborhood she had 
moved) adopted a local treatment. 

Case V.—March 28th, 1859, I visited Mrs. G., in consultation 
with Dr. Aten, of Dedham. I condense from the report of the 
case kindly furnished by Dr. Aten, at my request. 

“Mrs. G., three months advanced in her second pregnancy, sent 
for me in the night of the 22d of March. Had vomited quite fre- 
quently for six weeks preceding, and for the past three days almost 
constantly. Was greatly exhausted, restless, and unable to retain 
the simplest nourishment. On the 26th, I called Dr. Stimson in 
consultation. Afterward I administered the nitrate of silver, as 
recommended by Dr. Channing, of Boston, in a recent number of 
the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. Abortion now seemed 
to be the only alternative, but fearing that, in her extremely ex- 


hausted condition, it would prove fatal, I called you to advise with © 


meas to its practicability. It ought to be mentioned, that for 
eleven days the patient took no nourishment by the mouth. The 
only temporary relief was from injections of half-grain doses of 
morphia.” 
A history of Mrs. G.’s case indicated uterine disease previous 
Vou. Lx1—4* 
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to conception. A vaginal examination revealed inflammation, hy- 
pertrophy, and ulceration of the cervix and cervical canal. The 
morphia was discontinued, the ulcerated surface eauterized with 
the solid nitrate of silver, and the whole cervix and upper part of 
the vagina freely painted with the ethereal tincture of eaee. 

The first application was made at 10, A.M., on the 28th of 
March, and no vomiting occurred till 9, P.M., end only three times 
until 10, A.M., the following day. Under the daily application 
of the iodine the vomiting rapidly decreased, and at the end of a 
week had ceased entirely. She was now able to eat and sleep, 
and soon regained her strength. 

Remarks.—Comment may perhaps seem unnecessary; still 1 
cannot avoid calling your attention to the practical bearing of the 
facts elicited. 

In looking over the uterine history of these patients, we find 
but one presenting symptoms of previous local disease. They were, 
with one exception, primipare. In all, there was well-defined in- 
flammation of the cervix, though not equally marked. Does not 
this fact, taken in connection with the rapid subsidence of the 
vomiting under the free topical application of iodine, after the fail- 
ure of other remedies, demonstrate conclusively the morbid con- 
dition of the cervix to be the true proximate cause of the severe 
and uncontrollable vomiting? The physiological state of preg- 
nancy becomes changed, by the morbid action of the cervix, into 
a pathological condition. If this be so, it follows, as a matter of 
course, that the condition of the uterine organs should be early 
ascertained by a direct exploration, as the basis of treatment. If 
no lesion exist, the cause of the vomiting must be sought for else- 
where; but if, on the contrary, morbid action is found to be going 
on, it must be combated by local.means, whether they be leeches, 
anodyne ointment, or the ethereal tincture of iodine, not omitting 
such general treatment as the state of the patient may require. 


NOTICE OF A CAS& OF ENURESIS, WITH A DETAIL OF THE 
TREATMENT, AND REMARKS. 
Y EDWARD JENNER COXE, M.D., VISITING PHYSICIAN, CHARITY HOSPITAL, 
NEW ORLEANS. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


INCONTINENCE of urine, most frequently the result of disease, does 
occasionally present itself as a bad habit, for it may be overcome, 
rarely it is true, by judicious personal correction, conjoined with the 
precautions of limiting the quantity of fluid previously to going to 
bed, and arousing the child to pass the urine a few hours after 
having been in bed. When existing as areal disease, or the most 
urgent symptom, it may proceed from various causes, the most 
common of which are, irritation, or inflammation of the mucous 
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membrane of the bladder, a paralytic condition of the same, or 
an unusual acidity of the urine. Sudden fear will often produce 
it, while it is an ordinary symptom of the presence of a stone in 
the bladder. I consider it needless to specify the various reme- 
dies recommended as most generally successful, my main object 
being to report the following case, recently observed, although of 
long duration. Those desirous of reading an able article on this 
subject, can refer to the American Journal of Medical Sciences 
for October, 1858, in which Dr. A. Hewson has reported many 
cases, with the effects produced by various dietetic and medicinal 
agents. The remedy most to be depended on, was the extract of 
belladonna. 

The following case was brought into ward 32, on the first of 
February, 1859, for the purpose of being treated for the disease 
under consideration, which had existed, to a greater or less extent, 
almost from infancy, having resisted the different remedies which 
had been resorted to, but of what character no information could 
be given. ‘The boy was ten years of age, and presented the ap- 
pearance of perfect health. A thorough examination of all parts 
of the body gave no clue to the probable cause of the disease. 
The only sickness he had suffered from, for years, saving that for 
which he was being treated, was a recent slight chill, followed by 
fever of short duration; but this could not be regarded in any way 
as connected with the malady, for, during his stay in the hospital, 
it certainly did not re-appear. 

The treatment of this case was commenced with an emetic of 
ipecacuanha, in order to free the stomach of undigested food or 
vitiated secretions, which in most cases, without regard to the 
actual disease, will be found to exist. The operation of the eme- 
tie was facilitated by free potations of warm salt water. In four 
hours after it had ceased operating, a moderate dose of castor- 
oil was given, to clear out the bowels, and, about bed time, a mus- 
tard and cayenne poultice was applied to the loins. During the 
entire treatment, stimulating liniments were occasionally applied 
to the back; the bowels were kept regular by mild aperients, and 
the sole diet allowed was that of farinaceous articles in moderate 
quantity. During the day, he took a good deal of exercise. 

On the third of February, the remedies of the preceding days 
having produced their desired effects, without arresting the dis- 
charge of urine in the bed, the following mixture was commenced, 
in the dose of half a teaspoonful four times a day. R. Ext. bella- 
don., gr. x.; tr. belladon., 3iii.; tr. ferri mur., 3ii.; tr. cantha- 
rid., 3ii.; syr. tolu., Zii. M. The above was continued regularly 
until the fifteenth of the month, when all had been taken. For 
the greater part of this time, nightly, was the bed wet; but 
towards the end, one or two nights passed without that occurring. 
On the fifteenth, with the addition of five grains of the extract, 
the formula was renewed. The dose, as well as the diet, was con- 
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tinued, and the only addition to the treatment was the more fre- 
quent nightly application of a mustard and cayenne plaster to the 
loins. From this date, to the first of March, when the medicine 
had been all taken, and required renewal, there were intervals of 
several nights, without the bed being wet, but falling back, the 
point had not yet been gained. 

On the first of March, the following was ordered. R. Ext. bel- 
ladonne, 5i.; tr. belladonne, Jiv.; tr. ecantharid., Siv.; tr. ferri 
mur., 3iv.; syr. tolu, Ziii. M. The dose was continued, a half 
teaspoonful four times a day, and the diet was the same, merely 
allowing more of it. In a few days the habit was gradually over- 
come; the disease, or whatever had caused the discharge, was 
cured, for not once more did he wet the bed during the following 
month that he remained in the ward under surveillanee. Months 
have elapsed, during which I have seen the boy frequently, and 
not once has the wetting of the bed recurred, which he alluded to 
in a way to prove his delight of that fact. No inconvenience 
whatever was experienced from the long-continued use of the 
medicines specified. 

I will conclude by offering a few remarks on emetics, convinced 
as I am, from frequent conversations with many medical friends, 
that this class of remedies is not as fully appreciated as it really 
deserves. 

During my prolonged tour of duty in the wards of that noble 
institution, the Charity Hospital of New Orleans, the recipient of 
the sick from every clime, experience, based on almost innumera- 
ble trials, has thoroughly convinced my mind, not only of the 
most perfect safety of an emetic, but of the great benefit almost 
invariably resulting’ from the employment of that class of reme- 
dies, in most of the cases of sickness, which, throughout the year. 
are brought into the wards for treatment. With equal truth will 
that remark apply to the diseases met with in private practice. In 
but two instances, out of the innumerable number of emeties that I 
have administered, in all classes of diseases, have I witnessed, or 
known to occur, the least immediate or subsequent inconvenience 
—still less, injury; while, on the contrary, very many have been 
the times that I have seen cause to regret their non-administra- 
tion. That Ihave seen many cases of disease protracted from 
the want of an emetic, I am positive, and I am disposed to believe 
that in a few cases life would have been preserved by one timely 
applied. I regard the fact demonstrated, that the resort to this 
formerly highly-esteemed class of remedies, is by far too much 
neglected and feared at the present day. 

I will not touch on the mooted point, the power of an emetic to 
cut short many diseases, further than the expression of my firm 
belief of having frequently seen positive proof of such an occur- 
rence. In many of the diseases of infancy and childhood, I ama 
firm believer in the propriety and necessity of the use of a mild 
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emetic, at the incipient stage; and in no class has such been more 
frequently observed, than in the various anginose affections, among 
which may properly be classed the diphtheria of the present day. 
In dysentery, principally acute, and also in that of a moderately 
chronic character, after an emetic of ipecacuanha, and frequent 
large injections of cold water, with or without the addition of 
common salt, or nitrate of potash, often have I observed the most 
rapid and permanent cures to follow. 

In diseases of a congestive character, whether febrile or chole- 
raic, in which the most important point is to produce a speedy 
and permanent reaction, a stimulating emetic of ipecacuanha and 
cayenne pepper, aided by quite hot salt water, will effect the de- 
sired end more certainly and promptly than any stimulant that 
may be given internally, or the most powerful irritants externally, 
even though conjoined with unceasing friction. 

In fine, as a curative agent, I consider the judicious administra- 
tion of an emetic adapted to the case presented, as ranking at the 
very head of all our remedial agents. 


CASE OF REDUCIBLE HERNIA CURED BY SETON. 
BY C. M. RUBLEE, M.D., MONTPELIER, VT. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


Mr. A., aged about 35, of good constitution, consulted me in April 
last for inguinal hernia of the right side, which had troubled him 
for a year or more, so as to prevent labor of any kind. It was 
at times very painful. The tumor, which appeared at the external 
ring, was about the size of a hen’s egg; it had never descended 
into the scrotum, and when the patient was in a horizontal posi- 
tion, the intestine passed readily back into the abdomen. Trusses 
of all kinds had been used, but without relief, as the tumor would 
make its appearance at the external ring below the pad of the 
truss, whenever the patient attempted labor of any kind; and oc- 
easionally even walking, or standing upon the feet, would produce 
the same effect. 

The case appeared to be a favorable one for an operation, and 
the patient expressing a willingness to submit to any surgical ope- 
ration which would effect a radical cure, I at once determined to 
try the eflect of a seton, introduced along the inguinal canal. 
The instrument used for introducing the seton was, I think, invent- 
ed by Dr. Riggs, of New York City, and was exhibited at the 
Hospital there, some two years since. The seton was introduced 
April Ist, and allowed to remain about forty-eight hours. It was 
about the size of an ordinary skein of silk, and imbued with tine- 
ture of iodine. But little inflammation followed, and no pain. 

The patient kept his bed; and the third day after the opera- 
tion, the inguinal canal was found well blocked up with an effusiou 
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of plastic material. In two weeks, the patient was allowed to 
leave his bed, and walk about the house, but was directed to ap- 
ply a truss—one that would produce but slight pressure, for fear 
of causing absorption of the plastic material filling the canal, 
which has oecurred occasionally when too great pressure was 
produced by a hard, strong truss. The patient is now able to at- 
tend to business, and there is no appearance of hernia. When 
engaged in labor requiring great exertion, | have advised the use 
of a truss for a few months, until the new material becomes hard 
and firm. 

According to the cases reported by Prof. Carnochan and others, 
the introduction of the seton is safe, and almost painless, and has 
been successful in a majority of the cases operated upon. If so, 
the operation is well worthy of further trial, in my opinion. 


Bibliographical Notices. 


A Sysiem of Surgery, Pathological, Diagnostic, Therapeutic, and Ope- 
rative. By Samvuen D. Gross, M.D., Professor of Surgery in the 
Jeflerson Medical College, &e. &e. Philadelphia: Blanchard & 
Lea. 1859. 

‘Two very large octavo volumes, of near 2400 closely-printed 
pages, strongly bound in leather, with raised bands.’’ Se runs the 
advertisement, and whether the author who has written, or the man 
who shall have read, the two volumes with ‘raised bands,’”’ will de- 
serve the highest niche in the Temple of Fame, is a question, we think, 
which would adinit of discussion. As proof of industry and a love 
of work, we should ask for no better evidence than the volumes be- 
fore us, and, when we see by the same advertisement that our author 
has ‘lately published’ works amounting in the aggregate to 2200 
pages, in addition to the 2400 now put forth, we confess that we are 
really astonished. We notice, however, that a very considerable 
amount of his previous writings is incorporated with the present 
volumes. 

If Sydney Smith had many such volumes as these to notice, we do 
not wonder he said, that ‘‘he never read a book he intended to re- 
view, it prejudiced him so.’’ We have not read this book through, 
therefore we are not prejudiced, but we have attentively examined 
and turned over every single one of its 2400 pages; even that we 
consider something of a feat. 

The author is pretty nearly right when he says ‘‘ that there is no to- 
pic, properly appertaining to surgery, that will not be found in these 
volumes.’”’? Thus we have every subject, from corns and carious teeth, 
up to optics and ‘‘rhinolites’’ (the latter being found in the index, 
but not in the text), each in its appointed place. ILow far the volu- 
minous index will help the student in their use for purpases of refe- 
rence, we are unable to say, but the random and verbose manner in 
which each chapter is made up, certainly demands one of the most 
elaborate character. It is obvivus that this fault is in a measure due 
to the fact, that, as the author states, the work is made up from the 
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lectures which he has delivered for the last twenty years. The con- 
versational and ad captandum style of the lecturer is more apparent 
than the didactic one of the author, the use of which might with ease 
have reduced the size of the work, which so nearly approaches that 
of the ‘ overgrown folios of the ancient writers of medicine,”’ against 
which Dr. Gross seems to have a peculiar spite, only equalled by his 
bitter hatred of oculists. 

We cannot but deprecate, in this connection, the tendency of the 
author to refer in an invidious and reflecting manner to the errors and 
ignorance of surgeons, who, notwithstanding he terms them ‘ highly 
respectable,”’ have sometimes done amiss, for the want of that skill 
and experience which so eminently belong to the author of the Sys- 
tem of Surgery. Whatever he does not approve he denounces as a 
“positive absurdity,”? or as the ‘height of folly.’”’? For instance, 
he mentions a case ‘under the judicious management of Dr. Met- 
calf,’ where an attempt being made to save a limb, life was lost 
by lock-jaw. ‘‘ Amputation, I am satisfied, ought to have been done 
on the spot,’’ says Professor Gross. The surgeons of the Louisville 
Ilospital pronounce a tumor to be an ancurism. The patient falls into 
the hands of ‘‘ Dr. Donne and myself, when, upon introducing an ex- 
ploring needle, we found the tumor was not an aneurism but an ab- 
scess.’’? Dr. Gross bleeds with the spring lancet ; he has never done 
any harm with it. ‘It would afford me great pleasure,’’ he says, “if 
I could make a similar statement concerning the practice of some of 
my professional brethren.”? ‘A young and inexperienced practition- 
er’? searches in a vein with a probe for a piece of the fleam of a spring 
lancet, broken off in bleeding. ‘‘ The patient (laboring under bilious 
fever), but for this unfortunate event, would probably have recover- 
ed,”’ is the consolatory remark of Dr. Gross. The ‘‘ numerous pu- 
pils”? to whom this book is dedicated, may so admire the Professor 
as to overlook such egotism—an egotism which, in various forms, 
shows itself throughout the work, as, for example, in speaking of the 
diagnosis of malignant disease, ‘that it is, in general, as easy to de- 
termine the difference between a malignant and a non-malignant tu- 
mor, as it is to determine the difference between a muscle and a ten- 
don ’’—but it does not sound well to those who have no particular 
reason for overlooking bad taste in the Author, 

It certainly should be said, in favor of these volumes, that they in- 
culeate and exhibit, as the faith of their author, a good, sound con- 
servatism, not carried away by an écraseur, the perchloride of iron or 
the novelties of syphilographers, but calmly appreciating the value and 
worth of innovations. We could wish even a little less conservatism 
as to the uses and value of medicines, and alittle more as to the 
choice of anesthetics. Dr. Gross prefers chloroform, and the follow- 
ing is his loose statement with regard to sulphuric ether :—‘‘ It cer- 
tainly requires less caution in its administration, and thus far it has 
furnished but few deaths, whereas the mortality from chloroform al- 
ready reaches about a hundred.’’ It would be a satisfaction to this 
community to have the details of those “few deaths, furnished’ by 
sulphuric ether, also furnished by Dr. Gross. Dr. Hayward stated 
before the Sociéé de Chirurgie of Paris, a few months ago, that no 
death had ever occurred from its use. But a single instance could be 
trumped up to oppose that statement, and Dr. Ilayward himself told 
us, the other day, that even that case was subsequently disproved. 


| 
y 


78 Bibliographical Notices. 


From statistics kept in this city, the deaths by chloroform had long 
ago reached a hundred, and they have fearfully increased of late, and 
there is reason to believe (Dr. Gross to the contrary, notwithstand- 
ing), that more than that number occurred in the Crimean campaign. 

Dr. Gross says, with regard to osseous union in intra-capsular frac- 
ture of the neck of the thigh bone, that whilst he cannot doubt but 
that such an occurrence may, under extraordinary circumstances, take 
place, he has yet to see a specimen illustrating it. Such, we are 
aware, is also the opinion of Dr. Hamilton, of Buffalo. It has long 
seemed to us that the setting aside of specimens believed by compe- 
tent judges to illustrate this point, simply because some single item 
in the chain of evidence is lacking, was a refinement which savored 
of splitting hairs, especially when so many surgeons of eminence, 
since the great influence of Sir Astley Cooper has passed away, have 
recognized the occurrence, and the fact is so generally believed in. 
It is well known, moreover, that Sir Astley himself possessed a speci- 
men; but he never had the honesty to describe it, or, it is said, to re- 
turn it to the gentleman who sent it to him, although he solicited it 
repeatedly. After his death it was found at the bottom of a jar, la- 
belled with the name of the person who sent it to him (Mr. Swan), 
and is now in the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons, a strik- 
ing specimen of intra-capsular, osseous union. It is not always easy 
to say whether a bone is fractured or not, but the total number of spe- 
cimens, which, if they cannot be proved osseous unions of intra-cap- 
sular fracture, it is also impossible to prove not to be such, must be 
very considerable. The Warren Museum contains two such speci- 
mens, which we should be glad to deseribe in detail if space permitted. 

We do not know how much’ Dr. Gross would consider tie modifica- 
tion of Dessault’s apparatus, with which fractures of the femur are 
invariably treated at the Massachusetts General Hospital, redeems it 
from the charge he makes of its being an ‘‘ awkward contrivance, con- 
stantly subject to derangement, and the results obtained by it not 
so gratifying as they should be,”? but we do know that the results 
there obtained will compare with those of any other hospital. 

If we have not forgotten our anatomy, an incision ‘close to the 
broad dorsal muscle ” will not bring us down upon, or near to the 
axillary artery in any part of its course; nor do we think that the 
capsular ligament of the hip-joint is attached ‘to the prominent lines 
which extend in front and behind from one trochanter to the other,” 
or that the round ligament is ‘inserted into the cotyloid ligament, 
where the latter is stretched across the notch of the acetabulum.” “A 
thorough knowledge of these ligaments is of great consequence,” 
says the author. We do not think many pathologists would admit 
the existence of vessels, nerves and absorbents in the so-called ‘ pyo- 
genic membrane.”’ 

But it is very far from our intention to speak lightly of this new 
treatise, or to convey the idea that it is of those ‘‘ too bad to be saved 
and too good to be damned.”’ On the contrary, crediting, as it does, 
improvements to their just sources, sustaining American claims and 
recording American views and experience, it is calculated in many 
respects (perhaps most of all for what will be called its true Yankee 
ring), to enhance our credit abroad, to add to our own honest pride, 
and stimulate to farther advancement a science nowhere more earnest- 
ly or successfully cultivated than in the United States. The defi- 
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ciencies we have noticed, we are sure, are due rather to the hurry and 
interruption of composition incident to Dr. Gross’s numerous engage- 
ments, and which, though to be regretted, could hardly be prevented. 

The publishers have performed their work in a most creditable man- 
ner. Tor such words as ‘‘burse,’ ‘‘spermatozoids,’”’ ‘ polyp,” 
‘“‘adeps,”’ “sequester,” ‘sakelessly,” ‘ timeously,” &c., we sup- 
pose they are not responsible; but for ‘‘ileo-femoral,’’ occurring 
several times, and for such mistakes in proper names, as ‘‘ Norwich”? 
for Northwich, ‘‘ Musseux,” ‘‘Conquoin,” ‘‘ Humphrey ” for Hum- 
plry, &c., we must take them to account. Of the wood cuts, 936 
in number—though we notice that the tenotome which Dr. Gross has 
‘long been in the habit of using ”’ is printed in three different places— 
many, never very good, have gone through too many editions to serve 
in a book generally so elegant as this. We would instance, especially, 
some of those intended to illustrate uterine diseases. They certainly 
cannot add to the value of the book, or the reputation of the publishers. 


Contributions to Midwifery and Diseases of Women and Children, with 
a Report on the Progress of Obstetrics and Uterine and Infantile Pa- 
thology in 1858. By E. Noreeerata, M.D., and A. Jacosi, M.D. 
New York: Baillitre Brothers. 1859. 

Tis is a volume of 466 closely-printed pages, consisting mainly of 
notices and expository reviews, more or less lengthy, claiming to 
touch upon all the publications treating of subjects connected with 
the female sexual and urinary apparatus, and of infantile diseases, 
which appeared in the English, French, German and Italian languages 
during the year 1858. It was the aim of the authors ‘to give an ac- 
count of every original article, or monograph, that appeared to be of 
any importance ’’?; and ‘‘to mention, at least, the headings of those 
of less value,”’ or beyond their reach. 

The task seems to be, for the most part, well done ; though more 
care would have been to the advantage of accuracy in spelling, and 
typography, and even in statement. The book is obviously the fruit 
of an immense amount of research, and shows its authors to be zeal- 
ous and laborious students—worthy of the German origin indicated 
by their names. From a cursory survey, the volume appears to us to 
be highly valuable, as a book of reference (and a series of such would 
be particularly useful), especially to those who, for any reason, may 
have occasion to look up the literature of any of the subjects of which 
it treats. We have a painful misgiving, however, that the general 
reader of medicine will hardly be able to make room for it, among the 
crowd of medical periodicals constantly passing through the press. 

Prefixed to the ‘ Report,’’ are seven original articles, by the au- 
thors of the former; four by Dr. Noeggerath, and three by Dr. Jacobi. 
It seems to us, while we would imply no disparagement of the arti- 
cles themselves, that it would have been more proper, instead of giv- 
ing these in full, as was done, to have noticed them in their places 
among the other papers mentioned in the ‘‘ Report.” We will not 
undertake a review of these monographs. We have a word to say, 
however, of the second of them, as it especially engaged our atten- 
tion. It is entitled, ‘‘ Four Cases of Injection of a Caustic Solution 
into the Cavity of the Womb, illustrative of the Advantages and Dan- 
gers connected with this Proceeding,” by E. Noeggerath, M.D. It 
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consists of an account of four cases in which different substances 
were brought in contact with the interior of the uterus—the interior 
of the body of the organ, as it is asserted. 

In Case No. I., tincture of iodine was claimed to have been injected 
into the upper cavity of the womb, without the oceurrence of any bad 
symptoms, four times in the twelve days preceding a monthly period, 
and twice a week during the succeeding inter-menstrual interval. 
This treatment was followed by entire recovery from an obstinate and 
protracted menorrhagia. Though we have no reason to doubt the en- 
trance of the fluid into the upper cavity of the uterus (as it is stated 
that the slender mouth-piece of the syringe was introduced until it 
touched the fundus uteri), it would, yet, have been satisfactory if the 
extent by measurement to which the instrument penetrated beyond the 
os exlernum uteri had been given. This remark may be extended to 
the succeeding cases. We would remind our readers of a case of po- 
lypus attended with hemorrhage, reported by Dr. C. E. Buckingham 
in this Journat (Oct. 1, 1857), which was similarly treated. We will 
also take occasion to say, that we are quite ready to believe, upon 
sufficient showing, that the use of intra-uterine injections of tincture 
of iodine, and other drugs of like potency, cautiously employed, may 
be safe and useful treatment, in some forms of disease of the womb. 

Alarming symptoms, in Case I1., followed the injection of tincture 
of the sesquichloride of iron diluted with an equal quantity of water. 
The caustic effect of the muriate may possibly have been increased by 
free hydrochloric acid, which sometimes exists in the finclura ferri 
muriatis sold at the shops. 

In Case III., symptoms of ‘‘ severe metro-peritonitis ’’ supervened 
upon the injection of a solution of one part of nitrate of silver in four 
parts of water, the syringe entering ‘‘not further than one inch into 
the cervical canal.’’ The reporter thinks that the caustic fluid could 
not have passed into the peritoneal cavity. 

In Case 1V., a solution of nitrate of silver (one drachm to the ounce) 
was not injected, but applied to the lining membrane of the uterus, by 
means of a camel’s hair pencil introduced not more than an inch, or 
an inch and a half, beyond the os tince. ‘ About two thirds of the 
vaginal portion”? of the uterus, it should be noted, were gone. 
Death ensued; but not, Dr. N. feels sure (in view of the mode of in- 
troduction), from the caustic reaching the peritoneum. The quantity 
of the solution applied could not have been, the operator says, ‘“‘ more 
than one large drop.’ Ten days previously, the actual cautery had 
been applied freely to the exterior of the cervix, ‘‘and even passed 
into the cavity of the neck, for a considerable distance :’? with but 
‘insignificant’ reaction, up to the time of the introduction of the 
camel’s hair pencil. 

The diagnosis is thus stated ; ‘‘ulcus corrodens portionis vaginalis 
e causa syphilitica.”’ From the description given of the symptoms 
and appearances, we can hardly consider this diagnosis demonstrated ; 
but are led to suspect malignant disease. 

Alluding to the difference of opinion, among authors, as to the pro- 
priety of caustic injections into the womb, Dr. N. cites Kiwisch and 
Scanzoni, as in their favor, provided they be so made that the fluid 
injected can easily flow back from the uterine cavity into the vagina 
or speculum; and Dr. West, per contra, in the following quotation, 
viz., ‘‘I say nothing about the use of intra-uterine injections, in cases 
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of long standing leucorrhea, for I have no personal experience of their 
employment, and, besides, the risk of the proceeding has led to their 
almost universal abandonment.” 

Remarking upon the three last of the cases reported by him, Dr. 
Noeggerath, with great candor, draws from their consideration the 
couclusions, “ that the dangers connected with intra-uterine injections 
are not so much derived from a passage of the fluid into the abdomi- 
nal cavity, as from the direct influence of the caustic agent upon the 
uterus itself;’? * * * * and that ‘it would appear that we ought to 
abstain entirely from the use of caustic injections into the cavity of 
the womb. Fer, if it is true that they are at times followed by dan- 
gerous, and even fatal consequences, they must be considered as 
means * * * * [of good not commensurate with] the evils they are 
intended to relieve.” 

Tincture ef iodine, as an intra-uterine application, Dr. N. thinks, 
combines, more happily than any other remedy, innocuousness with 
efficiency. 


Hygiene. Being the Substance of a ‘‘ Charge” given, February, 
1859, te the Graduating Class in the Medical Department of the 
University of Buffalo. By Frank Hastincs Hamitton, Professor of 
Surgery. New York: W. Hl. Tinson. 1859. Pp. 15. 


‘‘ Charge”? contains the very best advice respecting a subject 
upon which we have taken every opportunity in our power to com- 
ment. We have endeavored to urge its high claims upon young and 
old, rich and poer, active and sedentary. 

Dr. Hamilton has spoken in his usual terse and forcible manner upon 
the topic, and he could not have selected a more appropriate one. 
Considering the professions of Divinity, Law and Medicine, in respect 
to the question which has performed its functions best, he admits only 
one particular—that, however, ‘ essential ’’—in which he thinks phy- 
sicians have failed. As to efforts to cure disease and remedy evil-do- 
ing, Dr. IL. seems to think the world cannot complain of either of the 
professions. Jt is to the ‘art of prevention,’’ Dr. H. thinks, that 
far too little attention is given. He particularly refers to the notori- 
ous ignorance of many parents in regard to the ‘laws of health,’’ 
and quotes the following saying of Dr. Francis, of New York city, so 
well known as a practitioner of long and varied experience, and whose 
practical skill is equally balanced by his extended information in re- 
spect to professional knowledge: ‘That ignorance of the laws of 
life, of the rules of health and of the remedial powers of medicinal 
substances, prevails to a wonderful degree, even in exalted places, is 
an incontrovertible position.” 

This being true, Dr. Hamilton is inclined to lay the burden of blame 
very largely upon physicians. While this is doubtless true in too 
great a degree, we must be allowed to say that we think very much 
has been done of late years by the profession, as a body, and by the 
individual members, to advance the knowledge of the laws of health, 
and of the means of prevention of disease, amongst the people, of all 
classes. Dr. IL., however, believes that the people are but poorly in- 
structed in that information respecting health of which the profession 
“know the most.” In this connection we must let the writer speak 
for himself—premising that he has that to say, throughout this little 
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pamphlet, which may well engage the attention not only of students, 
to whom the ‘‘ Charge ” is addressed, but of the practitioners of every 
land, and of the community at large. With these remarks we con- 


clude this article by making a few extracts from Dr. Hamilton’s 
Address. 


“ The physician has very few helps in his labor of diffusing medical knowledge 
of any kind. The people do not go up to Siloam; and the physician must not 
only draw from the pool, but he must himself carry the buckets upon his own 
shoulders, and ery out at every man’s door—up and down—-in the narrow gang- 
ways, and in the cellars of the poor and the houses of the rich. 

“Our books are sealed in a great measure, even to the intelligent lay reader. 
Our opinions are never discussed or asked in public assemblies. The physician 
never enters the forum. Even the daily prints, which are subservient to the 
other professions, and which might be made subservient to ours, are so constant- 
ly filled with lying and scandalous advertisements, under the pretence of disin- 
terested medical counsel, that all respectable physicians would refuse to oecupy 
their pages, even if allowed to do so. 

* Beyond the little that can be accomplished through the medium of our stand- 
ard books and our medical journals, there remain, therefore, only the channels of 
private communication: but these channels, each one of which is narrow, and 
necessarily limited in its influences, are in the aggregate so numerous and so 
broad that they ought to be ample for all the purposes required. All men, soon- 
er or later, and most men constantly, seek advice from doctors. The desire to 
take medicine is as universal and seems as natural to man, as ts religion: indeed, 
there are those who appear to think this the great end of human existence. The 
nurse administers medicine to the infant as soon as it breathes; and by one or 
another it is poured into the mouth of the dying man until he ceases to swallow. 
From birth until death he feeds upon it—blessing him who gives, and turning 
away from him who withholds it. Few men are born, fewer die, and none live 
without a doctor! The opportunities, therefore, will not be wanting. It is 
only necessary that they should be faithfully improved, and that with each pound 
of cure you administer the one ounce of prevention. 

“Men must be first made to understand fully that the laws of nature in regard 
to health are inviolable, and that no man can any more break them with impunity 
than the laws of nature relating to the motion of the planetary bodies can be 
disturbed without interrupting the harmony of the universe. —* : : 

“Tt is a law of nature that man cannot live without air. Air is the ‘breath of 
life,’ created, too, with invariable elements, and with invariable proportions of 
oxygen and hydrogen ; from which we ought to learn that these elements in these 
exact proportions, are more natural and most needed for the growth and repair of 
the human system. They cannot be increased or diminished, altered or modified 
in any way without detriment to health; you will find, however, that the great 
majority of the people who are to employ you, do not know this, or if they know it, 
they, at least, act as if they did not. 

“ They build strong, air-tight houses, and shut themselves up in them; they 
make double windows, and place strong porches over the doors; they have even 
walled up the open fire-places—in short, they have adopted every possible ex- 
pedient to render it certain that no air shall get in or out; and now they sit down 
to breathe the few cubic inches of air they have imprisoned, until in the labora- 
tory of their lungs they have converted nearly the whole into carbonic acid. 


After mentioning the abolition of the ancient ‘ fire-place”’ and the 
introduction of stoves, Dr. Il. goes on to say :— 


“ Not content with this, these enemies to our race have still more lately taken 
away the stoves which, destitute of the essence, still occupied the places, and 
served to remind us at least of the ancient fire-places; and instead, they have 
built for us iron furnaces—tnas—under ground, so that now what of the oxy- 
gen we are not able to consume and convert into carbonic acid, is yitiated by im- 
pure gas escaping from its hidden chambers, by invisible particles of coal dust, 
and by other impurities which clog up the air-cells, and close the avenues of life, 
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“e stick along the parched fauces as if reluctant to convey their poison to the 
ungs. 

* Stoves have no doubt abridged the sum of human life, but by these subter- 
ranean iron furnaces we are truncated—cut short in the middle. It is an error te 
suppose that hot-air furnaces can ever be so constructed or managed, at least in 
private houses, as not in any degree to prove detrimental to health. We wish we 
could persuade ourselves that this is not so, for it is certainly very agreeable in a 
climate like ours to enjoy throughout all the rooms and passages of the house 
warm and uniform temperature ; but it is just this even warmth which is one of 
the sources of mischief. The inmates are so little accustomed to the cold within 
doors, and become so morbidly sensitive, that they shudder at the idea of going 
out, and if they ever do venture into the air, the frost enters into their open pores, 
and they hasten back to their shelter, chilled, exhausted and discouraged. They 


are no better able to endure the storms of winter than a plant reared in a hot- 
house.” 


We would gladly extract more from Dr, Hamilton’s paper, but must 
content ourselves with the following sentiments, which are to be found 
among the closing sentences. The ‘‘ Graduating Class ’’ has been well 
warned. 

“Stand firmly only on your rights, no matter who disputes possession. Do 
your best to acquire fame, power, money—yes, get rich if you can, for nobody in 
this wide world has a better right, or a poorer chance than you; but, in the name 
of your alma mater, we entreat you to contend honorably. _ If these things are to 
be attained at the sacrifice of honor, let them pass as baubles not worth the self- 
respect to be paid out in their purchase. Be strong and defiant even, if neces- 
sary, but never mean or treacherous. Be liberal to the poor. Be wise and pru- 
dent, but never let policy sit above conscience. By which I mean plainly, if a 
rich man needs your physic, give it to him, and let him pay for it; but if he does 
not need it, tell him, like an honest man, that his money will not buy it. De- 
spise tricks—placebos and sugar pretences—as beneath the dignity of men. If 
our patrons dare not take our advice, they certainly ought to be afraid to take 
our medicines. And whenever you are driven to the humiliating necessity of 
pretending to give medicines to sane men and women, because, while they do 
not need it, they will clamor for it, I shall advise you to abandon your profession, 
and look out for some occupation which will give you a more respectable and a 
more honorable living.” 


Kappa Lambda; Some Account of a Secret Society in New York, entt- 
“led the Kappa Lambda; in a Letter to Alexander H, Stevens, M.D., 
LL.D. By a retired Physician, to Dav Gias. 8vo. Pp. 37. 
Tie above extraordinary title is prefixed to an equally extraordi- 

nary pamphlet, printed in ano less extraordinary manner, in script 

type throughout, with no end of quotation marks, and every variety 
of letter to express surprise, emphasis or indignation—capitals being, 
on the whole, the favorite variety. The contents of the pamphlet 
would not greatly enlighten our readers, but the style is inimitable ; 
it is perfect Micawber. The author must have been descended from, 
or intimately connected with, that most delicious of Dickens’s crea- 
tions ; at any rate, he scems to have acquired to the letter the episto- 

Jatory peculiarities of that original character. No one but Wilkins 

Micawber and ‘‘Shol to Dhu Glas”? could have written such a letter. 

We quote a single specimen :—‘ The silvery ‘blossoms of eternity’ 

grow daily more numerous on my head, though they hang but thinly 

ever my bare, bald brow. My only living hope is that when these 
snowdrops of the February of my life-year shall have fallen with me 
into the earth, they may be succeeded by brighter bloom, and rich, 
abundant fruit,’ &e. &e. We wish we could convey an idea of the 
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way in which the typography is made to enhance the style of the text: 
The whole production is a perfect gem. 


A Practical Treatise on Enteric Fever ; its Diagnosis and Treatment; 
being an Analysis of one hundred and thirty consecutive Cases, deriv- 
ed from Private Practice, and embracing a partial History of the Dis- 
ease in Virginia. By James E. Reeves, M.D. Philadelphia: J. B. 
Lippincott & Co. 1859. 12mo. Pp. 199. 

We have been much pleased by the perusal of this work, which is 
evidently written by a close observer, and a man of judgment. As 
would naturally be expected, the portions of the work devoted to the 
description of the symptoms and the treatment, are the fullest and 
most interesting, since the author is chiefly engaged in rural practice, 
which usually affords but few opportunities for the study of patholo- 
gy; indeed, so sensible is Dr. Reeves of this, that he has preferred to 
adopt Dr. Wood’s description of the post-mortem appearances, rather 
than to give the results of his own imperfect observations. In all 
other respects, however, the work is entirely his own, and is the re- 
sult of a most diligent and conscientious study of typhoid fever, or 
enteric fever, as he prefers to call it, by the bedside. We know of 
no better or more graphic picture of this frequent disease. In respect 
to treatment, Dr. Reeves is most rational and judicious. Withholding 
needless interference in the milder forms of the fever, he believes that 
in a large majority of cases the issue of the disease depends on the 
judgment of the practitioner in the management of medicines, stimu- 
lants and diet. Dr. Reeves’s book is both interesting and valuable, 
and we heartily commend it to the profession. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, AUGUST 25, 1859. 


Action or Merccry on tne Secretion or Bire.—Among the effects 
of medicine which are usually considered to be well established, the 
action of mercurial preparations in increasing the flow of bile has 
been admitted without question. Physicians speak about stimulating 
a sluggish liver by blue pill, or calomel, as if it were not only the 
easiest thing in the world, but as if we had ocular demonstration of 
the process; and the frequency with which the liver is thus stimulat- 
ed to an increased secretion of bile is in proportion to the ease with 
which it is supposed this may be effected. No matter what the disease, 
it is the commonest thing to begin the treatment by an active mercu- 
rial purgative. 

Some experiments by Dr. George Scott, of Southampton, Eng., 
made on dogs, with a view of ascertaining whether mercury really 
increases the flow of bile, lead to the conclusion that the hitherto- 
received opinions on this subject are erroneous, and that calomel at 
least does not increase the biliary secretion. Tlaving ascertained the 
average quantity of bile secreted in twenty-four hours, by collecting 
it in a vessel, after the common duct was tied, Dr. Scott administered 
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calomel to the dogs, and then noted the amount of bile, the quantity 
of food and drink taken being the same. The four experiments of 
Dr. Scott all gave the same result, that there was a diminution in the 
amount of bile secreted after the administration of large doses of calo- 
mel. If these experiments should be confirmed by future ones, a 
revolution may be expected in the treatment of diseases supposed to 
be connected with a deficiency in the biliary secretion, and that much- 
abused organ, the liver, will be allowed some rest from the incessant 
appeals which are made to it as the source of so many functional dis- 
eases. We are glad that Dr. Scott has undertaken to investigate the 
efleets of calomel on the liver by direct experiment. We hope he 
will continue his researches, and extend them to other subjects con- 
nected with the action of medicines. There is no department of our 
science in which so little is known, or in which more light seems ca- 
pable of being thrown by direct experiment. 


Sratistics or Ovartorony.—The letter of Dr. Kimball below, and Dr. 
Lyman’s reply to it, are published together—the reader being thereby 
presented with both sides at once, and an earlier insertion being thus 
given to what we presume both parties will agree with the Editors in 
considering as the termination, in these pages, of the discussion 
in question. 


Messrs. Editors,—Communications of a personal character, I am 
well aware, are generally unprofitable, and almost always distaste- 
ful, to the readers of a public journal. On this account, if for no 
other reason, I would fain avoid alluding, for the second time, to 
the statistical omissions in Dr. Lyman’s late Essay on Ovariotomy. 
But as the case now stands, it will hardly be expected that the letter 
of his in the Journat of last week, should escape a word or two of 
comment. 

Dr. Lyman remarks that I ‘assumed a great deal in supposing that 
he ‘must’ have been aware that the operation of ovariotomy had been 
repeatedly performed by myself in Boston and in other parts of New 
England.” 

Granting this statement of mine to have been an assumption merely, 
it certainly would seem a very reasonable one, in view of the facts 
upon which it was based. Before the publication of the essay in 
question, my operation for ovarian disease embraced some twenty 
cases. Three of these operations had occurred within the limits of 
Boston; the subjects of them had been patients of distinguished phy- 
sicians in the city, who were present at the time I operated, and vis- 
ited their patients at different times afterwards. Besides, on each of 
these occasions there were present both physicians and surgeons con- 
nected with the Massschusetts General Ilospital ; and their constant 
and intimate association with the profession generally, throughout 
the city, would seem to render it searecly possible that the essential 
facts in each case should escape being pretty thoroughly known— 
more especially to a prize competitor, who was at that time in search 
of just such facts, and in the pursuit of which he was ‘ using all dili- 
gence, and sparing neither time nor expense.” 

But setting aside these circumstances, the remark to which Dr. Ly- 
man takes exception was by no means a mere assumption. My state- 
ment was made upon what was known to me for along time, as a 
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matter of fact; and that, too, upon authority which was not to be 
questioned, 

As to the ‘“resulis’’ of my cases, the rumors concerning which 
were considered too vague and contradictory to have them reckoned 
‘fit materials for statistics,’ it is difficult to comprehend how there 
could have existed any serious doubt: not only on account of the cir- 
cumstances above stated, but from the additional fact that they were 
all of them successful, and the only successful cases that had ever oc- 
eurred in Boston. 

As to any supposed unwillingness on my part to have my cases 
published, 1 have simply to say, that I am not aware that I have ever 
furnished any reason for such suspicion, On the contrary, it is well 
known that some four years since, upon the reading of a paper on 
ovariotomy, by Dr. James Deane (now deceased), before the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, then assembled at Springfield, 1 gave a brief 
verbal account of some fifteen cases of my own, embracing, among 
other facts, a distinct statement of resul/s. A complete and detailed 
account of them had been previously written out for Dr. Deane, 
at his solicitation, and duly directed to him by mail, but by some un- 
accountable accident, they seem never to have reached him. 

I may further add, that at the very time Dr. Lyman was preparing 
his essay, 1 furnished a distinguished ovariotomist in this country, at 
his request, a full analysis of more than twenty cases from my own 
notes, with the understanding, gathered from his letter, that they were 
to be embodied and would soon appear in a paper he was about pre- 
paring for publication. 

The fear of exposure in case of non-success as prize contestant, be- 
ing given as a further reason for not communicating with me, is cer- 
tainly not very flattering to my sense of honor. To have granted Dr. 
Lyman the information he was seeking would have been a mere com- 
pliance with the ordinary and reasonable demands of professional cour- 
tesy. An intimation of a desire for secresy would have been sufficient, 
in any event, to have secured him against all chance of exposure. 
Certainly, in this respect he would have been quite as safe as in the 
confidence of three or four others whom he saw fit to consult in Bos- 
ton, whether they were his friends or mine. 

The request as put forth in the last paragraph of Dr. Lyman’s note, 
viewed in reference to the spirit of what precedes it, strikes me as 
unbecoming, and withal not at all in accordance with professional 
usage. The honor of having my name conspicuous in his statistical 
record will not repay me for yielding to « request made in this extra- 
ordinary way. G. Kimpatn, 

Lowell, August 6, 1859. 


Messrs, Editors,—In reply to Dr. Kimball, I have merely to reaffirm 
my answer to his first communication. 

As to the /hree cases done in Boston, 1 might have heard of them, and 
possibly have ferretted them out, but how could | have arrived at even 
the rumor of the remaining seventeen? If Dr. Kimball means to state 
thatas a ‘ matter of fact ’’ I had any such accurate knowledge of the 
details and results of any of his cases, as would justify me in publish- 
ing them statistically, he mistakes—if, on the other hand, he means 
that as a matler of rumor alone I knew that he had operated, 1 have 
already admitted it. 
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As to the “verbal’”’ report made at Springfield in 1855, where I 
was not present, no mention is made of it in the published proceed- 
ings of the Society, and though Dr. Deane, in his very valuable paper 
read at that meeting, alludes to his personal correspondence with va- 
rious operators,* Dr. Kimball’s name is not once alluded to even, 
which is a little singular if he had been led to expect the detailed ac- 
count which it is now stated was ‘ previously’ written out for him. 
Some months necessarily elapsed before Dr. Deane’s paper was pub- 
lished, and, considering the great interest taken by that lamented 
gentleman, in this whole subject, it is remarkable that neither by foot- 
note nor in any other manner should he have acknowledged the courte- 
sy of Dr. Kimball, of which, by this time, he must have been aware, 
the records stating that Dr. Deane, as Vice President, presided that 
day. in which position he doubtless heard the ‘‘ verbal account” of 
so large a number as “ fifteen’? new cases. 

It seems that besides the written account intended for Dr. Deane, 
a ‘full analysis of more than twenty cases”? was furnished some 
‘distinguished ovariotomist,’? whose name is not mentioned, and 
which was soon to appear in a paper preparing for publication at the 
time my essay was published, or rather ‘‘ preparing,’ that is to say, 
nearly four years ago! It is almost time that that paper should ap- 
pear. Neither Dr. Deane nor Dr. Atlee are complained of for their en- 
tire omission of Dr, Kimball’s cases. 

The call upon Dr. Kimball to publish, was not made for my own 
benetit, or that of my statistical brethren, but for the profession at 
large. One certainly has the abstract right to the exclusive benefit 
of his own professional experience ; but without offence to any body, 
there may be, and I suppose is, a difference of opinion as to whether 
such be the true spirit of the profession. 

1 have not the honor of a personal acquaintance with Dr. Kimball, 
but I have faith that we shall yet get a satisfactory published account, 
by himself, of his experience in an operation which has elicited so 
much attention in every way of late years. 

1 am, very respectfully, yours, G. Tl. Lyman. 

152 Tremont st., Aug. Lith. 


Raw MEAT IN THE DiaRRWa@A OF CHILDREN.—We desire to call the atten- 
tion of our readers to the excellent effects of raw meat in the colliquative diar- 
rhea of children, in the hands of Dr. Weisse, of St. Petersburg. Seventeen 
years ago, Dr. Weisse called the attention of the profession to this subject, and 
since that time numerous writers have confirmed his views. ‘The meat is reduced 
to a pulp, by scraping, and given, to the exclusion of all other treatment. Con- 
sidering the great prevalence of the disease at the present time, and the ease 
with which the treatment can be adopted, we think it would be well worth while 
to try the experiment. We would also recall to mind that the same remedy has 
been found of much efficacy in various diseases of the stomach, accompanied with 
difficult digestion, in adults as well as in children. 


Dr. Corson’s New PiysicaL SiGxs.—In a notice of Dr. Corson’s “ Paper 
on the Management of the Shoulders in Examinations of the Chest,” we alluded 
to a new physical sign of disease of the lungs described by him, the diminution 
of motion in the chest on the affected side. We have had opportunities of con- 
firming the value of this sign, and have found it so striking that it is difficult to 
explain how it has so long escaped observation. In two paticnts now under our 


* See Note on page 59, Medical Communications of Massachusetts Medical Society fer 1855. 
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care, each of whom has extensive tuberculous infiltration of the left lung, the dif- 
ference between the motion of the two sides is remarkable. Viewed from behind, 
the patient's right shoulder is seen to rise and fall with each respiratory act, while 
the left shoulder is almost motionless. In each case we successfully predicted 
that the disease would be found on the left side. We have not yet had occasion to 
notice Dr. Corson’s other new sign, the “ moist respiration,” but we would again 
call attention to this, as well as to the other valuable practical suggestions con- 
tained in his paper, which shows him to be a man of close observation. 


Messrs. Eprrors,—Allow me to inquire what are the ingredients of “ Parker’s 
Compound Vegetable Oil” for the cure of chapped or sore nipples, advertised in 
the JoURNAL for several months past. As this compound is perfectly harmless, 
and, at the same time, “has never failed to produce a healthy, well nipple, there- 
by rendering all other artificial means useless,” it must be a valuable remedy ; 
and as reference is made, by permission, to the President of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, and to a former Professor in the Harvard Medical School, of 
course it is not an empirical preparation. 

(uery.—lf this oil renders all other artificial means useless, what necessity is 
there for the “ Patent Ventilating Nipple Shield ” ? W. 


Report concerning Female Physicians.—The following report on the subject of 
female medical faculties and graduates was passed recently by the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society, and adopted subsequently by the State Medical Society : 

“In reply to the propositions embraced in the resolutions submitted for their 
opinion, the Censors would respectfully report, that they would recommend the 
members of the regular profession to withhold from the faculties and graduates 
of female colleges, all countenance and support, and that they cannot, consistent- 
ly with sound medical ethics, consult or hold professional intercourse with their 
professors or alumni.” 


A Mepica. Board has been ordered to convene at West Point, N. Y., on the 
29th inst., for the purpose of examining into the physical qualifications of the 
candidates for admission into the Military Academy. The Board will consist of 
Surgeons C. A. Finley and $8. P. Moore, and Assistant Surgeon J. Campbell. 

Dr. 8. D. Gross has received a diploma honoring him with the title of Corres- 
ponding Member of the Imperial Academy of Medicine of Vienna. 

Dr. Wilson Jewell has been appointed Corresponding Member of the Imperial 
Geological State Institution of Vienna.—JMedical and Surgical Reporter. 


HEALTH OF THE Crty.—The mortality of the past week bears a striking simi- 
larity to that of the corresponding one of the last year; thus the total number of 
deaths for the former was 92, for the latter 95; deaths by cholera infantum for 
the former 29, for the latter 30; by consumption, for the former 11, for the latter 
12; by dysentery, for the former 3, for the latter 2. There were 4 deaths from 
typhoid fever, last week ; and 5 from smallpox, viz., 3 males, aged 6,3 and 14 
years, and 2 females aged 2 and 27 years. ‘The number of deaths of those under 
5 years was 58. 


To CorresPpoNDENTS.—It is particularly requested that all communications, as well for the Editors as for 
the Publisher, be addressed to the office of the Journal, 184 Washington St., corner of Frauklin. 


Communications Received.—Treatment of Asphyxia from Chloroform. 


Diep,—At Beverly, 11th inst., Archelaus Fuller Putnam, M.D., 66.--In Northfield, Ms., 31st ult., Dr. 
Henry Fitch, 79.—In Cranston, R. L., 19th inst., Dr. Rowland Greene, 89. 


Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, August 20th, 92. Males, 48—Females, 44.— 
Apoplexy, 1—lisease of the bladder, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 1—congestion of the brain, 1—cancer 
(in the breast), 1--consumption, 11—convulsions, 3—cholera infantum, 29—dysentery, 3—dropsy, 1— 
dropsy in the head, 1—debility, l—puerperal disease, 1—bilious fever, 1—scarlet fever, 3—ty phoid fever, 4— 
disease of the heart, 1—intemperance, 1—disease of the liver, 3—marasmus, 4—palsy, 1—pleurisy, 1— 
smallpox, d—teething, 4—thrush, 2—unknown, 4—whooping cough, 3. 

Under 5 years, 58 —between 5 and 20 years. 5—between 20 and 40 years, 16—between 40 and 60 years, 
T—above 60 years, 6. Born in the United States, 74—Ireland, 14—other places, 4. 
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